
NBS prem/sick 
neonate protocol

BG-W-305 v1 9/03/2023

Victorian Clinical Genetics Services
The Royal Children’s Hospital 

P +61 1300 118 247  W vcgs.org.au

      SICK
If infant is sick 
neonate/receives 
blood product** 
before 36-72 
hours of life

SICK PREM
If infant is sick 
neonate/receives 
blood product** 
before 36-72 
hours of life

ALL 
OTHER 

INFANTS

PREMS
<1500g or 
<32 weeks GA

1st sample
Obtain sample 
pre-transfusion36-72 hours

Obtain sample 
pre-transfusion

2nd sample

4th sample

3rd sample

(even if < 36 
hours of age)

(even if < 36 
hours of age)

4 weeks of age
Or at discharge 

(whichever comes first)

1 week post last
blood product** 

1 week post last
blood product** 

4 weeks of age
Or at discharge 

(whichever comes first)

36-72 hours 36-72 hours

36-72 hours

**Blood product means packed red cells or fresh whole blood transfusion or ECMO
(this procedure requires exposure to RBC and should be a transfusion of blood products)


